
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- A p r i l  13,  1966 

Appeal No. 8712 P r e s i d e n t  & Direc to r s  Georgetown Col lege,  a p p e l l a n t .  

The Zoning Adminis t ra tor  of t h e  Dis t r ic t  of Columbia, appe l l ee .  

On motion duly  made, seconded and unanimously carried, 
t h e  fo l lowing  O r d e r  was e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  meeting of t h e  Board on 
May 31, 1966. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER -- O c t .  10 ,  1966 

ORDERED : 

That t h e  appea l  f o r  permission t o  e s t a b l i s h  accessory  o f f -  
street parking spaces  i n  f r o n t  of Georgetown School of Nursing 
bu i ld ing  a t  3800 Reservoi r  Road, NW., p a r c e l  28/38 and 28/41, 
n e a r  square  1307, be gran ted .  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

(1) Appe l l an t ' s  p rope r ty  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  an R-3 Distr ic t .  

(2) I t  i s  proposed t o  e s t a b l i s h  o f f - s t r e e t  parking t o  accom- 
modate 91 c a r s  i n  f r o n t  of S t .  Mary's H a l l  ( t h e  nurs ing  schoo l ) .  

(3) The proposed park ing  i s  i n  excess  of t h a t  r equ i r ed  and i s  
designed t o  s e r v e  the f u t u r e  needs of t h e  Univers i ty .  

(4) Parking computations f o r  the Unive r s i ty  show t h a t  o f f -  
street parking provided i s  now 1,722 spaces  of which 1,660 a r e  
r equ i r ed .  

(5) The des ign  f o r  t h e  parking a r e a  cal ls  f o r  it t o  be 
depressed below the e x i s t i n g  embankment a long Reservoir  Road. The 
t o p  of the embankment w i l l  be  t r e a t e d  wi th  sc reen ing ,  and access  
t o  t h e  park ing  a r e a  w i l l  be  c o n t r o l l e d  by a one-way en t r ance  w e s t  
of t h e  parking a r e a  and a one-way e x i t  e a s t  of t h e  park ing  a rea .  

(6 )  The proposed parking use ,  a s  shown i n  t h e  p l ans ,  i s  i n  
harmony wi th  t h e  i n t e n t  and purpose of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  and 
w i l l  n o t  t end  t o  c r e a t e  dangerous o r  o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t r a f f i c  
cond i t ions .  
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(7) The Department of Highways and Tra f f i c  o f f e r s  no 
object ion t o  the  granting of t h i s  appeal and s t a t e s  i n  i t s  repor t :  
"The ex i s t i ng  o f f - s t r e e t  parking l o t s  located on Georgetown College 
campus have created  no t r a f f i c  problems on Reservoir Road. W e ,  
t he re fore ,  bel ieve t h a t  t he  establishment of t h i s  accessory parking 
l o t  should no t  have an adverse a f f e c t  on movement a t  t h i s  locat ion,  
but  should a i d  i n  reitieving the  parking s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  area.  

"This should not  be taken as  our approval o f ,  o r  concurrence 
i n ,  t he  master plan a s  submitted. I t  should be fu r the r  understood 
t h a t  t h i s  does not  a t  t h i s  t i m e  include e i t h e r  approval o r  r e j ec t i on  
of t he  proposal t o  c lose  o r  t o  const ruct  driveways on Reservoir 
Road. " 

(8) The National Capi ta l  Planning Commission recommends 
approval of t he  appeal. The Commission "f inds  t h a t  t he  proposed 
use i s  i n  keeping with the  Univers i ty ' s  proposed development plan. 
The Commission i s  of t he  opinion t h a t  the proposed depressed parking 
area with i t s  wal l  and landscaping w i l l  provide a b e t t e r  environment 
f o r  the  residences across the  street than does t he  ex i s t i ng  parking 
area. " 

(9 )  Opposition t o  t he  granting of t h i s  appeal was reg i s te red  
a t  the  publ ic  hearing. The record contains s i x  ( 6 )  let ter and 
p e t i t i o n  signed by thir ty-two res iden ts  of t h e  neighborhood i n  
opposition. Bur l ie th  Ci t izens  Association, the  Progressive Ci t i zens  
of Bur l ie th ,  and t h e  Federation of Ci t izens  Associations of the  
District of Columbia oppose the  grant ing of t h i s  appeal. 

O P I N I O N  : 

I t  is the  opinion of t he  Board t h a t  t he  use of the  proposed 
a rea  f o r  parking w i l l  c r e a t e  no dangerous o r  otherwise object ionable 
t r a f f i c  conditions t h a t  t he  present  character  and fu tu re  development 
of t h e  neighborhood w i l l  no t  be adversely a f fec ted ,  and t h a t  t he  
parking i s  reasonably necessary and convenient f o r  the  uses it is  
designed t o  serve. 

The Order s h a l l  be sub jec t  t o  t he  following conditions: 

(1) A l l  a reas  devoted t o  driveways, access lanes  and 
parking areas  s h a l l  be paved with mater ia ls  t h a t  
form an all-weather impervious surface.  
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(2)  Appel lan t  s h a l l  keep t h e  park ing  area and a d j o i n i n g  
area f r e e  from r e f u s e  and d e b r i s ,  and a l l  land- 
scaping s h a l l  be  mainta ined i n  a h e a l t h y ,  growing 
cond i t i on  and i n  a n e a t  and o r d e r l y  appearance. 

(3 )  Any l i g h t i n g  used t o  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  park ing  l o t  
s h a l l  be  so a r ranged  t h a t  a l l  d i r e c t  r a y s  of l i g h t  
are conf ined t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  of t h e  park ing  l o t .  

( 4 )  N o  park ing  covenant s h a l l  be r e q u i r e d  as t h e  park ing  
i s  i n  excess of t h a t  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  Zoning Regulat ions  
and i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a p p e l l a n t ' s  p rope r ty .  

(5) The park ing  l o t  s h a l l  b e  cons t ruc t ed  i n  accordance 
w i t h  t h e  drawings (Exh ib i t s  N o .  1 and 10) on r eco rd  
and approved by t h e  Board on May 31, 1966. 


